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PREFACE

Little is known of the Sudbury bell founders apart from
passing references in books on Sudbury’s history and the
detailed books on Church Bells of Essex and Suffolk by Rev J
Raven.

An excellent framework was in place to research, infill and
join together the many missing details to complete a History
of the Sudbury Bell Founders. Who were they ? and how they
came together and created over sixty years of bell founding in
Sudbury. The first half of the 18th century was the where bell
founders from across the whole nation prospered. Sudbury
did very well and outshone many larger towns and cities.
Suffolk’s large number of Churches and the use of the River
Stour for transportation played an important role for the
prosperity of the bell founder and also the town.

Walter A Perry
December 2009




THE SUDBURY BELL FOUNDERS.

HENRY PLEASANTS 1696-1708.
JOHN THORNTON 1708.
THOMAS GARDINER 1709-1760.

Today there are only two bell founders in the whole of Great
Britain, Taylors of Loughborough and the Whitechaple Bell Foun-
dry who have a history dating back to about 1570 making it the old-
est commercial company in Great Britain. Three hundred years ago
Sudbury had three bell founders, Henry Pleasants, John Thornton
and Thomas Gardiner. These were the golden years of the bell
founder right across the nation.

Before we get onto the Sudbury bell founders we must have a
look at where and how this golden age of the bell founder came into
being. About 1610 at St Benedicts, Cambridge an unknown car-
penter made and fitted a double flanged wheel to a bell, added a
small pulley block to feed the bell rope onto the double flanged
wheel. Now the bell could be swung and raised into an upright po-
sition like a tea cup. The bell now could be rotated through 360 de-
grees and! be fully controlled by the bell ringer. A whole new con-
cept on how bells could be rung was born, making England unique
in the world in the controlled way of ringing bells. Prior to this new
innovation bells were rang like the Victorian school bell swung
quite uncontrollably through a 120 degree arc, as they do on the
continent, Italy is a good example There has been no recorded date
and place where this new system of ringing Church bell occurred.,
but a subsequent chain of events, all at Cambridge indicate that this
was the birthplace of the English system of ringing Church bells. It.
is recognised in the bell ringing fraternity that St Benedicts was the
home of this new innovation and in sixty years would create the
golden age of the bell founder.




























































THE CLARE BELL
RINGERS GOTCH
Inscribed "The Clare ringers
1729".

The Gotch

A beer jug presented to the
bellringers in 1729 by the
then Vicar Reid Matthew
Bell. It holds 32 pints. A bell
and crown are embossed
on it - a reference to the
Crown Inn owned by the
former.
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The Gotch
A beer jug presented to the bellringers in 1729 by the then Vicar Reid Matthew Bell. It holds 32 pints. A bell and crown are embossed on it - a reference to the Crown Inn owned by the former.





