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Brian Mansfield, a former employee of Brunton’s Propellers, gave us a very 

interesting talk on this local company. 

Brunton’s was founded in 1868 by Mainprice Barton, a millwright and engineer, and 

was formerly called the Stour Valley Ironworks. It was located on Station Road, 

Sudbury, near the “Railway Bell” pub. They were makers of agricultural machinery. 

There is still evidence of this company in the railings of Sudbury cricket grounds.  

By 1871, Mr Barton was in partnership with Mr Stern, and they produced steam 

engines and flour mills. In 1904, Lewis Rolf was a consulting engineer, and the 

company was running an international business exporting 20 flour mill machines to 

South Africa. In 1908, Philip Ransome, a famous local name, was an apprentice. He 

was interested in boats and the business was producing bronze propellers. By 1911 

the company was bought and Brunton’s was formed.  

In World War I, they were involved in war works, making shell cases, brackets, 

couplings and propellers for boats. Up until World War II they were producing 

accessories for landing craft and gun boats and by 1948, they were established in 

the marine business. J. Stone & Co. from Deptford, the biggest propeller makers in 

the world, took an interest in Brunton’s and increased their holding. By 1959, 

Bruntons was a subsidiary of Stone-Platt Industries. Bruntons moved its business 

from Sudbury and now Waitrose stands in its place.  

Brian Mansfield finished his talk with an interesting account of his career which was 

inspired by a guided tour of Brunton’s in the early 1970s at the age of 13. He gave us 

an explanation of how propellers are made – a highly informative talk about a local 

business, sadly no longer in Sudbury. 

 

 


