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Mark Mitchels gave us a very informative and entertaining talk on East Anglian characters, with 
many illustrations. He began with two famous misers: 

 

John and Hervey Elwes. Hervey Elwes was born in Stoke by Clare and was described as the most 
perfect picture of human misery, apparently without a friend on earth. In 1706, he inherited debts 
and a house in Stoke by Clare and was determined to leave no debt behind. When he died in 1763 
after scrimping and saving his whole lifetime, he left £250,000 to his nephew, John Maggott.  

John changed his name to Elwes and became MP for Berkshire and served under 3 parliaments. 
When he died in 1763, he left £800,000 – having spent practically nothing on heating, lighting or 
food for himself.  

Charles Dickens may have used the Elwes when he created the character of Scrooge.  

  

Frederick Hervey of Ickworth was a true English eccentric who came from an aristocratic family. 
He had a passion for the classical world. He went to Westminster school and Corpus Christi, 
Cambridge and loved culture, literature, art and music. He became chaplain to his brother, who was 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and in 1768 became Bishop of Derry, a big money-earner including 
ownership of 70,000 acres. George III described him as “The Wicked Prelate” but he was popular 
with Catholics and Protestants and visited every parish, paying money to build bridges and roads.  

In 1779 he inherited £40,000 and moved to Ickworth Hall in 1780. He had a vision to build a grand 
house in the Suffolk countryside and create a centre of European culture. He went travelling round 
Europe collecting art treasures to put into his future house. In 1803 he suffered a seizure abroad 
and his body was taken back to the UK. An obelisk was put up by Irish Catholics and Protestants to 
commemorate him. His house at Ickworth was completed by his son in 1841. 

  

Maria Marten has been treated kindly by history. She is seen as the fragile, innocent victim of a rich 
man’s lust, and her murder soon caught the attention of the public who loved sensational crime. 
Within a year the girl from Polstead was the heroine of novels, stage plays and music hall songs.  

She was born in a cottage in Polstead in 1801. She was a vivacious young woman and worked as a 
maid for the local parson, who sacked her. She caught the eye of Squire Corder and had a child out 
of wedlock who did not live long. She also had a second child by Peter Matthews. This baby was 
looked after by her step-mother.  

After 1827, she was living with William Corder, the Squire’s brother, who leased a property for her in 
Plough Lane, Sudbury. He proposed that they marry in Ipswich and they had an assignation in the 
Red Barn where she was to dress as a boy. Following this assignation, her stepmother only 
received letters from William Corder and in 1828 had a dream that Maria was under the floor of the 
Red Barn.  

Corder then living with a wife in Brentwood was arrested. There was a 2 day trial and 15,000 people 
came to watch his hanging at Bury St Edmunds Gaol. Corder’s skeleton was used at West Suffolk 
hospital until the early 1950s. 

Of course the villain of the piece is William Corder and his trial and execution made him a national 
monster whose death mask is on display to this day. Maria’s sad life was almost made for Victorian 
melodrama and that is how her fame endures. 

 

Appreciative comments were heard from the audience: an impressive and very enjoyable talk from 
Mark. 


